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Perennial herb, stems erect, 6—12 dm tall, hispid, the hairs ca 2 — 3 
mm long on the stem base (breaking off with age) and reduced to short stiff 
hispidulous hairs 1 mm long on the branches of the inflorescence. Leaves 
simple, opposite, broadly ovate, dentate with large acute teeth, acute api- 
cally and with a long-petioled, truncate-cordate base, the two basal pairs 
10 —20 cm wide and 13 — 25 cm long, reduced upwards, and hispid on 
the petiole (3 ~ 4 mm on the basal pairs). Inflorescence a brachiate, corym¬ 
bose panicle; pedicels short-hispidulous, the hairs 1 mm long. Phyllaries 


glabrous, obtuse, 5—10 mm long and 4 — 6 mm wide. Ligules 10 


15, 


sunflower yellow (not pale sulfur yellow as in Silphium mohrii)^ 10 — 13 mm 
long and 1.5 — 2 mm wide. Disk yellow. Cypselas dark, glabrous, narrow¬ 
ly winged (occasionally wingless) and lacking an apical notch or occasional¬ 
ly notched. Plants rhizomatous, with vigorous offshoots forming at the end 
of rhizomes up to 12 dm long. Flowering in late September. 

Since the preparation of the illustration and the initial manuscript I have 
discovered that in at least a few instances the cypselas have slightly broader 
wings and a very small apical notch. 

Tvpti: UNITED STATES. Kentuc ky; Pike Co.: Mcra 7.5^ Quad., mixed mc.sophytic 
forest at head of ravine of Open Fork ca. 0.23 mi E of Meta and then I mi SE to end of Open 

Fork Road, 3 Oct 1984. 

herbarium). 

Representative Specimens: UNITED STATES. Kentuc ky: Clay Co.: opening in dry oak 
woods at top of steep .south facing ridge, Peabody, Braun 386 (US). Perry Co.: Noble 
7-5 Quad, road bank on KY 476, 0. 1 miSot Rowdy (Stacy), KY at jet. of KY 476andKY 

276, MeiJiey 11863-84 (EKY, SMU, US). 



l2334-8y (holotyi’e: and isoiyff. in the author’s 
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Silphiuni wasiotensis differs from related species in several morphological 
characters (Fig. 2, Table I). It appears to be closely related to 5. hrachiatum 
but can be separated by its hispid rather than glabrous stems, leaves more 
broadly ovate, and short-strigose rather than glabrous, leaf margins with 
more and much larger teeth, hispidulous rather than glabrous pedicels and 
shorter branches of the inflorescence. Also, by its larger involucre, larger, 
obtuse phyllaries and smaller, narrowly winged (or rarely wingless) 
cypselas, usually lacking an apical notch. 

It likewise contrasts with 5. mohrii which has a densely hispid stem vesti- 
ture, alternate, ovate to lance-elliptic, sparsely denticulate to entire, 
densely long-hispid leaves with obtuse to cuneare bases, densly hispid (2 
mm long) rather than hispidulous pedicels and an even broader involucre 
with hispid, long acuminate, non reflexed phyllaries. Also S. mohrii has 
pale sulfur yellow rather than sunflower yellow ligules and its broadly win¬ 
ged cypselas with an apical notch between two sharp pointed lobes. 











